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May  2009                                                             Alberta Shorthand Reporters Association 

E-Vade  mecum  

The ASRA is committed to advancing the court reporting profession by promoting court reporters as experts in 

the field of verbatim shorthand reporting; by providing continuing education to its members; and by advocating 

quality service, high ethical standards, and state-of-the-art technology. 

1.  Something a person carries about for frequent or regular use. 

2.  A book for ready reference; manual; handbook. 

[1620-30; < vade mecum lit., go with me] 

 

 

  

 

With the arrival of spring 

(finally!), comes new 

growth, new beginnings, 

new challenges, and new 

learning opportunities.  Iõm 

encouraged by those who 

have made the commitment 

towards a ònew youó by 

either registering for an 

NCRA certification this 

spring, attending ASRAõs 

Spring Diversity Day, or 

attending NCRAõs 

Midyear Convention in 

New Orleans, Louisiana.   

 
Our Diversity Day was an overwhelming success! (Evaluation comments to appear 

elsewhere in this e-newsletter)  What a fun, educational, and inspiring day!  

Thank you to Anne Henderson and NAIT staff; ASRA council; and Leslie Weigl 

and her colleagues from International House at the U of A, who with advice from 

her dad, Jerry Weigl, and her brother, Jeff Weigl, all helped pull everything together 

at the last minute.  And thank you to all who attended Diversity Day for your 

enthusiastic participation and making the first seminar under my leadership 

such a success. Iõm sure I wasnõt the only person to go home and discuss the 

things we learned about other cultures and/or generations with family and 

friends. True to my motto: If you learn at least one new thing every day, your 

day will not be a waste. No wasted day here for anyone! 

         conté 2 
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Many Canadians attended NCRAõs Midyear Convention in New Orleans April 16 -19, 

2009.  These events keep getting better and better!  Lori & Gus Baert, Donna Gerbrandt, 

my husband Mark and I arrived a day early and joined with 40 other NCRA members to 

participate in a Habitat for Humanity build for a Hurricane Katrina family.  What a 

wonderful experience!  The men and some adventurous women spent the day on the roof 

shingling one house.  The rest of us sided the house next door, all trying so hard not to 

hammer our precious fingers and thumbs! The houses in the Ninth Ward are being rebuilt 

using the most stringent building codes in the world, making them able to withstand 

almost anything in the future.  

 

 

 

We'd love to hear about your experiences, whether you've travelled the world or stayed c lose to home,  
reported at a famous trial or in a strange situation.   Share that epiphany you had at work  or even the 

relief you felt to be done at the end of the day.   Inspiration can be found in unlikely places!    
Click here to share your stories.  

 

 

 

On the New Orleans City Tour we learned 

the correct pronunciation of òNawlinsó 

and the origin of the saying, òDonõt let 

the bedbugs bite!ó and why New Orleans 

is called The Crescent City.  We 

experienced a fantastic meal at Emeril 

Lagasseõs famous N.O.L.A. restaurant 

and indulged in a decadent praline from 

his cooking school store.  We enjoyed 

Dixieland jazz and blues on every street 

corner and pub with the French Quarter 

Jazz Festival being held all weekend.   

Of course we downed a few too many trademark Hurricane drinks on Bourbon Street 

and feasted on Creole and Cajun delicacies (I tried alligator sausage, a muffaletta, 

beignets, redfish, and several varieties of jambalaya. Yum!)   òNawlinsó is no place 

for dieters!  And I managed to bring home quite a collection of colourful Mardi Gras 

beads without having to work for them, if you know what I mean! 

 

The seminars were excellent and the networking invaluable.  The keynote 

motivational speaker was none other than another Canadian!  Cary Mullen of 

Calgary currently holds the World Downhill Speed Record for skiing 97 miles per 

hour down the worldõs most famous ski course in Kitzbuhel, Austria.  Cary was a 

non-prodigy who used the five Winning SecretsÊ to ultimately become a two-time 

Olympian and World Cup Champion. He encouraged us to reach our goals and go for 

gold in everything we do. Another weekend of days not wasted! 

         conté 3 

 

L-R    Gus Baert, Mark German, Linda Haymour, 
Lori Baert, Donna Gerbrandt, Rosemary MacDonald, 

Sandra German, Stacy Donison, Cary Mullen 

mailto:cindyjames@asraonline.com
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I met several former NCRA members and several seasoned reporters who, after 

realizing the importance of certification and their professional association, have 

recently (re)joined NCRA. Due to the recession and the effects of job losses or 

company restructuring, their employers and clients are now looking for the best in 

our profession. They are now retaking the certifications theyõd once attained and lost 

because now those certifications are more valuable than ever.  Through continuing 

education and achieving certifications, weõre able to stay ahead of the competition. 

To those of you writing NCRA certifications this spring, break a leg!  Good on you! 

To those of you planning to attend NCRAõs Annual Convention in Washington, 

D.C., email me at sandragerman@asraonline.com Iõd like to organize a group photo in 

front of the Canadian Embassy on Capitol Hill.  Canada is the first, and so far only 

nation, to build an embassy so close to the Capitol. Bring your voices so we can 

experience the Canadian Embassyõs domed-roof magnified noise reflection effect 

together. 

 

Please mark your calendars for ASRAõs Annual Convention on September 25-27, 

2009 at the Radisson Hotel and Conference Centre in Canmore.  Iõll give you a hint: 

It will be a very òhealthyó retreat and another great weekend NOT to waste!  More 

details to follow soon. 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable, productive spring and summer full of new learning 

experiences. 

 

 

 

Sandra German, CSR(A), RDR, CRR, CCP, CBC, CPE, CRI 

ASRA President 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sandragerman@asraonline.com
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2008/2009 ASRA COUNCIL  

 
Sandra German 

President 

Phone: (780) 639-4865 

sandragerman@asraonline.com 
 

Wade Garner 

Past President 

Phone:  (403) 347-8899 

wadegarner@asraonline.com 
 
Jeff Weigl 

Registrar 

 Phone: (780) 697-7178 

jeffweigl@asraonline.com 
 

Donna Gerbrandt 

Treasurer 
Phone:  (403) 295-9685 

donnagerbrandt@asraonline.com 
 
Diana Halvorsen 

Secretary 

Phone:  (780) 430-1805 

dianahalvorsen@asraonline.com 
 
Lori Baert  

Practice Review/Con Ed  

 Phone: (780) 435-3374 

loribaert@asraonline.com 
 
Cindy James 

Newsletter Editor 

 Phone: (780) 487-7679 

cindyjames@asraonline.com 
 

Roxanne Johanson 

Events Co-ordinator  

Phone:  (403) 252-9410 

roxannejohanson@asraonline.com 
 

Jennifer Duvoid 

Public Relations 

Phone: (780) 455-5564 

jenniferduvoid@asraonline.com 
 

Brenda Sauve 

Public Member 

Phone:  (780) 422-4139 

brendasauve@asraonline.com 
 

 

Vancouver, B.C.  - CART provider wanted immediately.   
Guaranteed income per month.  Some CART experience 
helpful but not necessary.  Will train for on-site and 
remote work.  Must have realtime experience.  Call 
Catherine at 604-685-6050 or e-mail to 
admin@accuraterealtime.com. 

Dicta Court Reporting Inc. Calgary, Alberta 

Extremely busy court reporting company is seeking 

an experienced court reporter to start immediately.  

Please contact Sheralee Morrison at 403-531-0590 

or smorrison@iul.net for further details. 

 

You know you're tired when....  
 

submitted by Elise Li via Facebook  
 
I'm three hours into my editing with my 
backup recording when this happens...now, 
re member, this is my BACKUP RECORDING 
I'm listening to, there are no real people in 
the room...  
 
Lawyer No. 1: Let's take a break, shall we?  
Lawyer No. 2: Sure, that sounds like a good 
idea.  
 
I paused my recorder, leaned back, 
stretched, and put my feet up o n my desk 
for a little while. After about five minutes of 
"waiting", this thought actually crossed my 
mind:  
 
What the hell is taking them so long to come 
back?  
 
...I had a stiff drink after that.  
 

 

Q. And do you know if you were present when your 

picture was taken? 

mailto:sandragerman@asraonline.com
mailto:wadegarner@asraonline.com
mailto:jeffweigl@asraonline.com
mailto:donnagerbrandt@asraonline.com
mailto:dianahalvorsen@asraonline.com
mailto:loribaert@asraonline.com
mailto:cindyjames@asraonline.com
mailto:roxannejohanson@asraonline.com
mailto:jenniferduvoid@asraonline.com
mailto:brendasauve@asraonline.com
mailto:admin@accuraterealtime.com
mailto:smorrison@iul.net
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Please send your announcements to Jennifer Duvoid at jenniferduvoid@asraonline.com 

 

 

INSTALLING A HUSBAND 

  
Dear Tech Support ,  Last year I upgraded from  Boyfriend 5.0  to  Husband 1.0  and noticed a distinct slow 
down in overall system performance, particularly in the flower an d jewe lry applications, which operated 
flawlessly under  Boyfriend 5.0 .  In addition,  Husband 1.0  uninstalled many other valuable programs, such 
as Romance 9.5 and Personal Attention 6.5, and then installed undesirable programs such as: NBA 5.0,  NFL 3.0  and  
Golf Clubs 4.1 
 
Conversation 8.0  no longer runs, and  Housecleaning 2.6  simply crashes the system.  
 
Please note that I have tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems, but to no avail.  

 
What can I do?  
 
Signed,  

Desperate. 
 
DEAR DESPERATE, First, keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an Entertainment Package, while Husband 1.0 is an operating 

system.  
 
Please enter command:  ithoughtyoulovedme.html  and try to download  Tears 6.2  and do not forget to install 
the  Guilt 3.0  update.   If that application works a s designed, Husband 1.0 should then automatically run the 
applications Jewelry 2.0 and Flowers 3.5.  
 
However, remember that overuse of the above application can cause Husband 1.0  to default to  Grumpy Silence 

2.5 , and Happy Hour 7.0 . 
 
Whatever you do, DO NOT under any circumstances install Mother-In-Law 1.0 (it runs a virus in the background that will 

eventually seize control of all your system resources.)  
 
In addition, please do not attempt to reinstall the  Boyfriend 5.0 program. These are unsupported applications and 
will crash Husband 1.0. 
 
In summary,  Husband 1.0  is a great program, but it does have limited memory and cannot learn new 
applications quickly. You might consider buying additional software to improve memory and performance. 
We recommend:  Cooking 3.0 and Hot Lingerie 7.7 
 
Good Luck Babe!  

Tech Support  
 

 

THANK YOU, LAW DAY VOLUNTEERS! 

 

 Edmonton  

 
Jackie Love  

 

Laurie Stenberg  

Lethbridge  

 

Ian Sutherland  

 

Amy Stasiuk  

Calgary  

 

Aline McDougall  

 

Shaayna Fuerst  

Red Deer  

 

Wade Garner  

mailto:jenniferduvoid@asraonline.com


 

 

 
    May 2009            www.asraonline.com      6     

6   
 

 

  

 
Court Reporting Program at NAIT Needs Help Recruiting 

 

The Legal and Realtime Reporting program at NAIT in Edmonton is on a mission to increase the 

applicant pool for our program. Since about half of our students first learn of reporting from family or 

friends, one of the initiatives is to ask reporters in Western Canada to help with recruitment.  

 

If you know of someone who might be a good candidate, we would appreciate you talking with them 

and/or forwarding this email which contains links to the ASRA, the NCRA, and our reporting program at 

NAIT. 

 

                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential candidates should take a moment to review the brochure that appears above as well as access 

the following links to learn more about the reporting profession and a unique career opportunity: The 

ASRA (Alberta Shorthand Reporters Association) at www.asraonline.com,  the NCRA  

(National Court Reporters Association) at www.ncraonline.org,  and our website at NAIT at 

http://www.nait.ca/program_home_15858.htm. 

 

 

 

Please direct any questions to Anne Henderson, Program Chair, at 780.471.8351 or anneh@nait.ca 

 

http://www.asraonline.com/
http://www.ncraonline.org/
http://www.nait.ca/program_home_15858.htm
mailto:anneh@nait.ca
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We would be pleased to set aside a block of reasonably priced nearby hotel rooms for 10 or more reporters.   
www.csrao.net/events.html   
 
Karin Jenkner, CSR, RPR, CRR, Acting President, CSRAO  (Toronto, ON) 
 
 

 

YOU EARNED IT! 

 

The ASRA gives continuing education credits for passing an NCRA certification test. 

Contact Lori Baert at loribaert@asraonline.com 

 

note:  continuing education credits are based on the calendary year January to December. 

                         


