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May 2008                                                        Alberta Shorthand Reporters Association 

E-Vade  mecum  

The ASRA is committed to advancing the court reporting profession by promoting court reporters as experts in 

the field of verbatim shorthand reporting; by providing continuing education to its members; and by advocating 

quality service, high ethical standards, and state-of-the-art technology. 

1.  Something a person carries about for frequent or regular use. 

2.  A book for ready reference; manual; handbook. 

[1620-30; < vade mecum lit., go with me] 

 

 

- by Jenni Leriger 
 

 

Moving is a pretty big job. It's an even 

bigger job when your move isn't down 

the street, but to another continent 
altogether. My husband and I had the 

chance to see a dream come true 
when I got a job as a scopist (working 

my way up to writer) at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the 

former Yugoslavia in The Hague, 

Netherlands. We had been dreaming 
of a big adventure together before we 

settled down into a mortgag e and 
kids, so this was perfect for us.  

Then came the job of packing up our 

lives and starting a new one, a job 
that is still ongoing.  

  

 
We had been renting a one-bedroom apartment in Spruce Grove. We considered our options for 

our belongings. Renting storage space is surprisingly expensive, although we didn't want to sell 
off our furniture, etc.. We did a massive purge and were able to convince our parents to let us 

store our stuff in their basements. They're pretty fantastic parents, so of course the y obliged! We 

decided to keep our car, and my parents agreed to temporarily take care of our two cats. We will 
be bringing them over here once we find our own apartment. It's surprisingly easy to bring your 

pets with you when you move to another country, e specially from Canada. All our cats needed 
are microchips and up-to-date rabies vaccinations.  

 

We each filled two suitcases with clothes and personal stuff; upon arriving here, we were able to 
stay in the furnished company-owned staff apartment until we f ind our own home. You can rent 

fully furnished places. Most properties are owned by someone who rents it out through a 
makelaar (real estate agent). The makelaar charges a finding fee, usually equivalent to the first 

month's rent. There are places, however, that charge less than that, though, and sometimes you 
can rent directly from the owner themself, which then eliminates that fee.  

cont... 

Me at Keukenhof, the spring flower festival  
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There's the usual things to start over. We need to get a Dutch bank 
account for rent and other bills to be taken out of (we kept ou r 
account at home). My husband needs to apply for residency since 
he is staying longer than 90 days, and upon receiving that, then he 
can work. We had to keep our Alberta Health Care and set up travel 
medical insurance, once we find a place to live, unless utilities are 
inclusive, we will have to get that set up as well. But of course, 
that's all just details!  
 
The real fun has been exploring this gorgeous city! The Hague is 
close to the North Sea; we live in Scheveningen, which is right on 
the beach. The area we are in is so green, full of parks, trees, and 
tons of different kinds of birds. It's perfect for outdoorsy people like 
us who don't like living in a city. We walk most everywhere or take 
public transit; my bus ride to work is exactly 7 minutes long,  and 
the buses and trams usually come every 15 minutes. Most people 
here travel by bike; lots of people have cars, but when you consider 
the reliability of public transit, the availability of space to park your 
car, and the ridiculously high price of gas, that option is less 
attractive. We crunched the numbers, and the amount we spent at 
home to run two vehicles dwarfs the amount we expect to spend on 
public transit while living here, so that's been an eye -opener, 
although here it is far easier to get away with not having a vehicle.  
 
 

I personally love the grocery 
shopping. We shop at a chain 
store called the Albert Heijn. 
There is one a block away from 

where we live. Usually I go every 
day or two to get our groceries. 
It's great because instead of 
stocking up on food we might not 
eat, I get wha t I'm going to need 
for the next few days and we eat 
it all. Plus you have to shop more 
often because they don't use 
preservatives in the food here. 
We've been able to find a lot of 
the same groceries we would find 
at home, haven't been able to 
find others, and have found all 
kinds of new things to add to the 

table.  

There is a great market on the street next to us every Thursday where you can get great deals on flowers, 
produce, meats, etc. And don't even get me started on the food. Let's just say it's a good thing I have to 
walk everywhere because everything just tastes amazing, not to mention all the specialty cheese shops, 
chocolateries, bakeries, etc. We haven't made it to the pancake house on the beach yet, but I've heard good 
things. 
 
It's really easy to get around without speaking Dutch. Most people speak English, and if they don't, it's still 
fairly easy to understand. I spent some time learning my pronouns and prepositions, and now I can figure 
more things out. It's a learning process, and we have to remember that we are in their country, and we can't 
get frustrated if they don't speak our language or follow our customs. One example would be that in the 
service industry, it's not customary to receive outstanding service like we would at home, but on  the other 
hand, it's also not customary to tip. Given the price of eating out here, that works out in our favor!  

cont... 
 
 

Keukenhof 

building in Delft, very close by to the Hague  


